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that you spoke your mind and followed your impulses.
If these were odd diey were amused but not disapprov-
ing. They enjoyed eccentrics; George Sclwyn who
never missed an execution, Beau Brummel who took
three hours to tie his cravat. The firm English soil in
which they were rooted, the spacious freedom afforded
by their place in the world, allowed personality to
flourish in as many bold and fantastic shapes as it
pleased.
But it was always a garden plant, a civilized growth.
Whatever their eccentricities, the Whig nobles were
never provincial and never uncouth. They had that
effortless knowledge of the world that comes only to
those, who from childhood have been accustomed to
move in a complex society; that delightful unassertive
confidence possible only to people who have never
had cause to doubt their social position. And they car-
ried to the finest degree of cultivation diose social arts
which engaged so much of their time. Here we come
to their outstanding distinction. They were the most
agreeable society England has ever known. The char-
acter of their agreeability was of a piece with the rest of
them; mundane, straightforward, a trifle philistine,
largely concerned with gossip, not given to subtle
analyses or flights of fancy. But it had all their vitality
and all dieir sense of style. It was incomparably racy
and spontaneous and accomplished; based solidly on a
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